A VERNACULARISMS CONFESSION OF FAITH          213
writer in English or any other language. Why indeed
should I, because I write in Kannada, or the very sincere and
honest men who have condemned themselves, if you please,
to work in their mother-tongues, be considered to have le?s
noble ideals than people who choose to write in a tongue
other than their mother-tongue 1 There is no need to assume
it and if there is any such assumption I can only say that it
is very wrong, very unfair, and thoroughly uncalled for.
\Ve crave for unity. We wish that the whole world
should be one and that this world and other worlds, if there
are other worlds, should live together as one, and with that
hope we work. The languages might divide': How can
they create division 1 Is there division or are we creating
division ? Believe me, if division appears later, it is because
it is there: and you don't create unity by weakening the
languages. You might, by strengthening the languages.
Some hot-headed people in one area or another speaking
in terms of ecstasy about their languages might create the
impression that we are not one nation.    But the fact will
remain that India is one country and Indians are one people.
Our fears arise from the fact that we speak from analogy
drawn from elsewhere.    Other countries are not so big as
ours. Almost no other country except Russia has so many
languages within its own borders.   And we get a feeling that
a country like this with so many languages cannot be one
country but must be several countries.   It is as if a hare
should look at an elephant and say, how can this be one
animal ?    It must be 5,000 hares put together.   A hare is a
small creature.    It cannot imagine that the elephant can be
one animal and not a number of hares put together,   India
in this sense is a continent if you please; it is a country
which has the privilege of being a continent, blessed by God
with a vastness and a variety that belong to a continent and
retaining at the same time the essential oneness that belongs
only to a country. In God's world then this area is an entity.
Why with our small minds shall we measure this great crea-
tion and say that because we do not see elsewhere the variety
of languages that we have got here, therefore this country
cannot be a country, and must be a continent ?    If it is a
continent, it is also a country.   It is both a continent and a